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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 


To the Board of Directors of the Colored Orphan Asylum, 
Oxford, North Carolina: 


We have again been safely and successfully led and 
piloted through another year by the kind and unerring 
Ruler of the universe. Despite the fact of the large num- 
ber of helpless children and the many demands for the actual 
necessities essential to the comforts of life, the income from 
the several sources from which the Institution receives its 
main support, through the strictest economy, has reasonably 
met every requirement without complaint. Inthe meantime 
chipping off every dollar from every source possible to assist 
in carrying on the building and improvement idea which has 
absorbed our mind and time for the-last two years. 


Boys Girls Total 


Number of children in the Institution, Dec. 1 1910.86 II5 201 
Nrmberadmittedsdiuninc the sy eats =e Ly 13 30 
Wiholemumbeninicharse Weer 1, 190i 103 I2I 231 


On account of the continual increasing number of 
inmates to feed, clothe, and shelter, as well as the increasing 
responsibilities and the many demands and necessities grow- 
ing out of and incident to the extending and developing con- 
dition of such an institution, we were compelled in the 
beginning of the year to Jay our plans, in the several depart- 
ments of industry, upon a broader basis, observing the rules 
of economy in expenses. 


The working forces were reorganized: On the farm 
the force was made up principally of small boys with a few 
of the large boys to do the plowing and heavy work. 


THE BRICK-YARD FORCE 


On account of the great demand and ready sale for brick 
in Oxford and the adjoining neighborhoods, and for the 
purpose of meeting successfully the indebtedness entailed by 
reason of building and improvements we found it necessary 
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to enlarge our brick-yard force as well as the plant. The 
expense of enlarging the plant was ($2,500) twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars, which gives us a large and valuable outfit of 
modern machinery, separating the rock from the clay, cut- 
ting ten brick at every revolution, a seventy-five horse power 
engine, an eighty-five horse power boiler, which draws its 
own water from a branch a quarter of amile away. The labor 
in this department of work is funished solely by the boys of 
the! Home, Save the manager Mir J. Ss) Dixon, Durhame 
N. C., who is an experienced and competent workman. The 
brick-yard force is made up of the large-size boys. This force 
also operates the saw mill plant. It is well to state here that 
these boys have heretofore been trained on our farm and 
some of them in the shops. 

Since completing the new brick dormitory in the month 
of July, we have made and sold two medium size kilns of 
brick. The revenue from which proved a most timely bless- 
ing tothe Institution in the payment of some of the bills 
remaining due and carried over on account of the new 
building. 

We believe with this modern plant, our well-organized 
orce, and the superior quality of our clay we shall be en- 
abled to not only make the bricks for the construction of the 
new building, mapped out for our next year’s task, which 
necessity compels us to erect, but that we shall be able 
to continue to supply the market in Oxford also. Our 
chances are made better and our work materially facilitated 
by the great interest and confidence the S. A. L. Railway 
Co. has shown in our enterprise, to the extent of granting us 
the right and putting in a side track and a coal chute at the 
brick-yard, which is indeed an important step gained to- 
wards the success of the business. Not only are we bene- 
fited and convenienced by having our coal, wood, and all other 
freight traffic for the Institution to stop at its door, but. 
the privilege of loading and shipping bricks and other pro- 
ducts at the place of manufacture is a great convenience to us. 
It takes us out of the uncertain and ‘expensive position in 
which a dependence upon buying wood places us and enables 
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us torun the engines and burn the brick with coal by having 
it placed by the Railroad Co. at the mouth ‘of the kilns. 


The sale of our bricks aided us very materially in the 
erection of our building which cost very much more than 
we at first anticipated. 


I would like to say that with unexperienced labor, such 
as we have, it will be impossible for us to look to the farm 
for any aid in a financial way to assist in building or liquid- 
ating debts, but our time and energies on the farm can be 
best spent in improving our lands and raising provisions for 
man and beast which we have in considerable quantities. 
But great stress should be put upon our machinery for from 
this we shall be able to get financial aid. 


Our farm was pitched upon a larger scale also this year, 
believing that the improvements of the lands for the last 
year or so, together with the training heretofore given the 
boys and girls would warrent the undertaking. Our acre- 
age was increased in every department of the farm, the crop 
was well cultivated according to modern methods and the 
yield splendid in every particular, reaching nearer the mark 
of self supporting than in any previous year. Encouraging 
us to hope that some day we may reach that point. 


The following is about what the Home realized on the 
farm: Corn, 175 barrels; cotton, 6 bales; sweet potatoes, 
800 bushels; white potatoes, 100 bushels, field peas, 300 
bushels; beans, 30 bushels; splendid crop of peanuts; a large 
crop of clover, oats, fodder, and other forage. ‘The crop 
of vegetables of all varieties was unusually good, enabling 
us not only to feed the children of the Home plentifully but 
to supply a number outside of the Home. The green, 
healthy, and thrifty state in which all of our crops grew 
from beginning to harvesting and the satisfactory results 
there from, proved tous *beyond any doubt the wonderful 
advantage and gain there is in the modern and scientific 
methods of farming. 
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The subject of food supplies is of vast importance 
to us, as you will readily see, having to furnish more than 
six hundred meals per day every day in the year, that we 
have been forced to give considerable attention to hog rais- 
ing and, therefore, to the selection of better stock. The re- 
sult of our efforts this year has been more than satisfac- 
tory. The hogs were kept in floored pens, under shade 
trees, well watered, properly, but not bountifully fed. They 
were healthy and thrifty through the entire year. So far 
_we have killed twenty-four of them, weighing 4,200 pounds, 
at an average of 175 pounds, all of which has been salted 
and packed down in anew brick smoke house, recently 
built and added to the Institution. This house meets a 
very important demand and fillsa long standing want, as we 
had no place of safety to store and preserve the large quan- 
tity of table and kitchen supplies. The building is 14x16 ft. 
thick walls, well built, not at all expensive as the brick and 
lumber were all made and furnished by the mills of the 
Institution. 


In addition to the favorable achievements of this year 
along industrial lines, we know it will be interesting to you 
to learn that at the grand and brilliant Agricultural and 
Industrial Fair, at Oxford, for the Colored Race of Granville 
County, this Institution was awarded, at the handsof fair 
and impartial judges, several of the most valuable and im- 
portant prizes offered in the splendid premium list of the 
Fair Association. 


These are some of the prizes awarded us: One new 
buggy made by the Oxford Buggy Co. for the best display 
of farm products. 


A beautiful, large rocking chair given by Mess. Up- 
church Bros. for the best collection of plain and fancy sew- 
ing. 

One double harrow given by Mess. Long-Winston Co, for 
best display of corn, potatoes, beans and peas. 

Money premiums on chickens, turkeys, hogs, all first 
prizes, and second best blooded milch cow. 
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Also premiums on the best half dozen rolls of egg 
bread. 


Upon receiving the verdict of the judges on the Fair 
Grounds, where alarge number of good farmers of the coun- 
ty were contesting, and upon receiving the prizes at the 
hands of the large Committee constituting the Executive 
Department of the Fair, we were enabled to observe with 
great pleasure, the wonderful advancement the race has 
made and is making along the lines of unselfishness and 
genuine interest in the merit and worth of each other. The 
Committee and the whole company seemed to have been 
delighted that this Institution was able to successfully com. 
pete and to make such a positive and creditable showing in 
the rank and file along with such well-to-do and experienced 
farmers as Granville County affords. Every colored person 
in the county was grateful and delighted at the interest our 
white friends took in the colored peoples’ fair. They ex- 
tended to them their beautiful fair grounds and buildings 
and every other accommodation in their power. 


At the close of last year the girls’ new dormitory was 
not quite completed and work had been suspended on 
account of winter weather. Onthe 8th of March, this year, 
the work was resumed. Through the faithfuland friendly 
efforts of ou1 good Governor, Hon. W. W. Kitchin, Senator 
A. A. Hicks, Representative W. A. Devin, of Granville 
County, backed up by the untiring assistance of Judge 
A. W. Graham, the Representatives of both Houses of the 
last Legislature, manifested their interest by giving us an 
additional appropriation of $2,000 to assist in the completion 
of the said building. 

The following are some of the amounts received for 
new furniture and beddings for the new building: 


Dire VesMOore silly? 6 tines fo ee a eae eek es $ 10 OO 
Dr A. Shepard! from Mt. Vernon Baptist Church: 5 00 
Nie Seale) fos Ge Ori me eee a Sra 1 ae ee I 5 00 
AV Tor Step ENO wy.e il eee ee ee ae ete So Rete ash AO RO ME 50 
Bm Scere efter ey, Sete a! tec eee nA A hy ee Upon ee balan Ee 8 00 


Di PACU MEsNVrOore  Vbaysot be et eo se ee nares pho ee eee ee See IO OO 
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Northern iE rie ty hes ey a a LU Prk IN aU 25 00 
MiSs" Bessie sEtOc Kemeny ci Soe ai tes see ae a er oe Pe ned aia una e 75 00 
Prof. Luther Buchanan, Member of our Board.........__..._________.. 5 00 
JE Wes BC ha ea aa en I a TE Rg Ua ule Sete RCD 5 00 
Rev. qlsaac AWS to mle We oie Mo Uee aN ME UO Ts eer d Bop) AIM OI ease teats lend 5 00 
Ds ANS ME VOOR GS HL eM ect te Eee ge lin ees Pe ee 6 12 
Rev. J. W. Levy -.. earl Sa baer 4 20 
Revalpel-seeace: ir rom misters? “Uaioe. me ie Cane Re. Sis ie. 5 00 
Dr Gs 7S ayy AO esha sitet eo eines sn aA eel ee Une aew 12 00 
DDT AL UNE ENE O OTE (Alii SUI Tat) CC ere a cai dd eae Age pte ey ees 43 80 


One nice bedstead, mattress, four sheets, two comforts sent by the 
Sisters’ Union of Rey. J. T. Peace’s Church. 


DONATIONS 

Grand Lodge of Masons of North Carolina —02.2.2222202222022222------ .$ 400 00 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission Convention -................... 50 00* 
State Baptist Sunday School Convention (Weldon, N. C.)-....... 25 00 
Sil OPA SSOCIA ETO My IN @ spree esta eich eg aac nn era ee IO 00 
Shiloh Association, No. 1—Rev. J. A. Hawkins... -2.-.----- 7 00 
Cedar Grove Association—Rey J. T. Peace _._2.. 22-22-22 eee 5 00 
Maylor.s Baptist Chiurch= Miss NWiest eee ees eee 6 00 
Ve Wehy (Cera wowedaye, Jebel leo vale, Ny Cx en res fee err 6 00 
MirseVi Bond) "Oiitsta: JN Cie teu cae oa oe eee ree 2 00 
Sisters’ Union—R. S. Jacobs, Rich Square, N. C..-..220.-. 22.2222 it 9S 
Mt. Mariah Society—Viola M. Hargrove ...........-.2-----:-0:sc0-10e00eeeo- Tor 
Revie Di DijonessBereall Nini C0 aU oe ee RB ee eee 163 
Reve Lyonss Oxfords ING G ih As tes gy, ret al Age Rees Mo eae I 00 
Rey. J. T. Peace, West End Sunday School, erence! NGiG@ese 2 50 
IO seein Jets SHIVENeKS, Jeigayol bboy copay ING (Cre Ne ee 5 00 
Mrs. C. D. Hawkins—Woman’s Union S$. St. Church and 

Oak Grov ed@h une heey 250 wi eid iain EES Ae ec aia sa 5 87 
I. C. Jeffreys—Wake Baptist Mission Union ...............2.22--2--2------ 5 00 
Revere As oavage wbendile tory; Coys uuusnhsnesielenines numnaleannee ar I 00 
Rev. J. A. Savage—Presbyterian S. S. Convention..................... 2 50 
I. C. Jeffreys—Wake Baptist S. S. Convention..............--.-----.----- 13, 00 
R. A Wych—Vance County S. S. Convention ......2...-.-1 3 00 
G. Smith, Leasburg, N. C.—Cedar Grove Association................ 5 00 
North Carolina Miutuale rove NSSOCiatitOms seamen ees 40 00 
G. W. Claborn from Masonic Lodge, Henderson, N. C. ............ 5 00 
Reva Iyyons— 4 4 Cadar Grove nO 101 @ 1 eee eee eee 5 00 
By Joseph) Harris from Churchel 2022 ieee ee ees 4 60 
Reva Vie CRansomeastomnwWalxestiel cise e sre ie ae eee I 00 
NAY G RUS Fehr Ub) BaD S34 To wp pea aE URS Rar ey Sac Sb Ge eee ee een I 00 
VeYeniy MN MWg Ties seopool Jotiss (Chol wie) a ee pct enmes 12 00 
Mrs. J. A. Alston—Woman's North Bound Association............... 5 00 


BeiBembry, dertiordy iN. Cue ee eee eee 2 00 
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Collected by Rev. D. G. Griffin from the following 
friends. 


DriGawe Cardwellevrlizabete: City Ne: Coes ee See SIO 00 
Rey. J. H. Johnson, Elizabeth City, N. C.......... Reeser eee I oo 
RIE VAS Wes UReeG erNV Al SOT IN: Cis ees eee ee eee ee I 0c 
Reveb ware Core peakes Nis Cy eens ee eee 25 
Revenamesijemkinss Gal es vill eky Nias Cae eee eee 50 
nicshBapist Caren, tlertiord; NiC ieee see 4 25 


Thanksgiving Day was observed with interesting and 
appropriate exercises in the chapel and a special and boun- 
tiful dinner was prepared which the children enjoyed to the 
delight of many friends and visitors present. We appreci- 
-ate and are indeed thankful to Hon. D. Y. Cooper, of Hen- 
derson, N. C., forthe gift of $10.00 which assisted in mak- 
ing merry and happy 230 hearts on that day. Mr. Cooper 
is the orphans’ friend. He helps the Home every year 
Mr. C. 8. Easton, of Oxford, N. C., is another friend to the 
Home. He sent $3.00 for Thanksgiving Day which as- 
sisted much in making this large family of small but ap- 
preciative children happy. 


CONDENSED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS FROM DEC. IST, IOI0, TO 


DEC; IST, 1911. 


SS este AGTD $91. Yo Tol bel 10 eo ees eee ee ea nares ee $ 6,000 oe 
SS Ua 6279 GS LC SIS ot eee Sle eaten oe SICA ee eee Tpit it 
PACIML Versa hye) Uva COMe Ct OLiie wens ered ee Sensi Ueno eee UAE ean, 30 0c 
EET © TEI TO LIT LS ee sree epee mee ee cn ee eee rn te eek Ree 45 00 
Churches, Sunday Schools, Masonic lodges, Unions, s 

Conventions, Associations, Insurance Companies, 

Mee cl casvjat li at S peat Cl AN TE ae vee oer 535 75 
Ani He AL eH se PuOm lets atl C. MaUl yc tae oe aca ee wee isco ee 235 00 
Palit se Oty Cladll Git enn. see ees cee el ne cm ee nee Oe ewe ee 45 00 
CSHEI WES OS Oh ea NES 5 nar ee ee ee ie cee II0O OO 
(Caganae! 1 ocovalexe: yr WEIS ONS (opi INI (Ce a re eyes ees 400 00 

DROLET Na ee aS ae ee ee re eee $ 9088 75 


Less 1st quarter of $1000.00 additional appropriation by the 
State which did not go into effect until 2nd quarter........ 250 00 
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DISBUREMENTS FROM DEC. IST, I9gtO TO DEC. IST, IgIt 


Salanestand nwa ecu meer ese el es 28s Og tees ae Bate pe RON $ 3250 co 
Clothing and bed dings 2125s oE 0 letige siete Sella use Mu aniutagy Os 1550 00 
OUUDSUG bet CO Se Hea aT te I noe eecee ge a RIO a ee ee 3030 75 
Wood am dco ake cia get Gut Sanh eA nee EON cee ia eee 575 00 
RG Pains; Ste St Ae wanes Sores eh OL Ce RI) AALS RNY 50 Io 
Repair to puinps and digging well. peaeiec seni ae 95 00 
OificelexpensSes mexpress, ie cn teen rele kena Une ae 75 25 
Expenses and R. R. fares for children and agents to ain from 
different points ami«States Mele oka a UN il ena ¥50 I5 
FE OCA Os BASIL MEN Be SOUR PAE Ole Eno SS ee RIAD tte $ 9,376 25 


We, the Committee of Audit for the Colored Orphan 
Asylum, cheerfully testify to the correctness of Supt. H. P. 
Cheatham’s accounts which we have carefully examined and 


audited every quarter. 
MoCe Hers: 


C. S. Easton, 
Auditors. 


The school of the Home is managed by three active and 
thoroughly qualified teachers. The day school is taught by 
Misses M. A. Henderson and Oliva West. The night 
school for the working boys is taught by Miss Ida McGhee. 

We want to express our delight and gratitude to Dr. and 
Mrs. G. C. Shaw, President of Mary Potter School, Oxford, 
N. C., for a scholarship for one of our girls. Also weare 
greatly encouraged and appreciate beyond expression the 
two scholarships given the Home by Dr. C. F. Meserve, 
President of Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C. 

We cannot help pressing onward with eager determina- 
tion to provide for the many sore wants and needs of the 
Institution, when we take into consideration the willingness 
of the white people of Oxford, Henderson, and other places 
as well as our own people to aid inan effective way to carry 
the arduous burdens of the Home in the attempt to feed, 
clothe, train and comfortably shelter the large number of 
helpless and untrained human beings committed to its care, 
who otherwise could not help becoming a hinderance to 
themselves as well as a burden to the State. 
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The merchants and all business firms in Oxford are 
always ready to indulge and help us. 


We are delighted to make special mention of our door 
neighbors who are exceedingly friendly and kind. to the 
Home: Mr. Tom Taylor, Mr. Sam Knott, Mr. R. W. Las- 
siter, Judge Graham, Mess. J. F. White Co., Horner Bros. 
Co., Long Co., Landis & Easton, Frist National Bank, 
National Bank of Granville, Gen. B. S. Royster, Senator A. A. 
Hicks, Representative W. A. Devin, Mayor D. G. Brum- 
mitt. Miele Phomas, Mr J. > Medtord, Mess. Baird & 
Ciamblee, bs]: Hicks, Dre}. G:-Hall Mess: €; Ray 
and L. B. Turner, Acme Hardware Co., Oxford Hardware 
Co., Long Winston Co., Prof. Buchanan, Mr. Jno. Kittrell, 
Mr. Davy McGhee and Dr.and Mrs. Shaw. Dr. Shaw 
made the Home a timely present of a valuable work horse. 
These and others have backed and befriended us in our 
efforts to succeed here. 


We wish to make special reference to the liberality and 
kindness of Dr. C. H. D. Forte, one of the most capable and 
cultured gentlemen of the State of North Carolina, and one 
of the leading dentists in Oxford, who pulls the teeth and 
relieves the aching gums of the little boys and girls of this 
Institution every year free of charge. When one is relieved 
he carries the news to the others and it is wonderful how 
they revere Dr. Forte’sname. Dr. Forte deserves his pop- 
ularity and the success he is making in his great profession. 


We know the friends to the Orphanage do most heartily 
join us in thanksgiving and praise to all the railroad com- 
panies in the State for their great assistance in giving 
reduced rates on their roads for the transportation of the 
orphans from place to place in North Carolina. 


Mrs. Henry Yarborough, of Louisburg, was here a few 
weeks ago to visit the Home. She was very much im- 
pressed with the new Dormitory and upon her return home 
sent 46 beautiful window shades for the front windows in 
the new building for which we are grateful. Sister Yarboro 
is indeed loved by the children here. 
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Mess. W:. ©: Geraty and Co (of Younes island. as, mex 
sent to the Home again this year the cabbage plants, free of 
charge, which made our large and successful cabbage crop. 


We wish these good friends could realize how sincerely 
we appreciate their wonderful benevolence and how often 
the children, the beneficiaries, are reminded of the sources 
from which these blessings come. 


We are especially indebted to Mess. C. T. Harris and 
C. S. Easton, our Board of Audit, for their great interest, 
not only in our accounts, but inthe general work and success 
of the Institution. ‘They are bank experts, one of the First 
National Bank, and the other of The National Bank of 
Granville. No skein of accounts can become so tangled 
but that they cannot unravel it. They are competent and 
untiring and we thank the Governor for appointing such 
friends to our work. 


We are delighted to report an almost perfect condition 
of health in the Home this year among the children except 
a little sickness in the early part of the year. Dr. Cogges- 
hall, the learned and untiring doctor, is in charge of the 
health department of the Institution. He looks close and 
well after the sanitary conditions and we feel safe in his 
hands. 


Miss Bessie Hocken, our door neighbor and a faithful 
friend to the widows and orphans everywhere, does not want 
her name mentioned in such matters, but her gift is so time- 
ly and of so much importance to the Home, we cannot help 
making publicin this report her benevolence of a most 
beautiful and costly bath tub placed in the bath room, and 
ten nice iron beds—all for the little children. 


The friends from different sections of the state have been 
exceedingly kind in sending to the Home for the children 
select and valuable barrels and boxes—especially for 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas and we desire to again 
thank them through this report. 


Our order of religious exercises is as follows: 
Chapel exercises every morning. 
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Sunday School at 11 o'clock every Sunday morning. 

Prayer meeting every Sunday and Wednesday even- 
ings. 

A standing invitation is extended to the ministers of the 
different churches to preach to the Home an hour on the 
Sabbath, convenient to them. 


On September 1g, 1911, we received two small children 
from Durham through Dr. Moore, one a baby and along 
with them Dr. Moore brought $100.00 sent by his Insurance 
Company (The Mutual Provident) on the life of their de- 
ceased mother. This is an unusual coincidence as orphans 
rarely bring anything but their pitiful little selves. 


Oxrorn, NeC. Dee. 19, 1927. 


We, the Board of Directors of the Colored Orphan 
Asylum, met December 19th with bowed heads and heavy 
hearts. The seat of our beloved brother and co-worker and 
chairman, Rev. Augustus Sheppard was vacant. God in His 
divine Providence took our leader Nov. . Though we 
bow reverentially to His Omnipotent Will, we feel keenly 
our loss, and with heavy hearts and beteared eyes performed 
our duty the best we could. 

The report of our Superintendent was encouraging. 
The account of his receipts and his expenditures satisfactory, 
and the general prosperity of the work most gratifying. We 
were especially pleased with the growth and success of the 
farm which is beginning to attract no little attention; hav- 
ing won the first prize at the Colored Fair of Granville 
County offered for the best exhibits of farm products. 

The new building offers an ideal home for the girls of 
the Institution and we congratulate our most worthy and 
faithful Superintendent on his success in erecting sucha 
magnificant structure which is a credit not only to the Asy- 
lum but to the State. 

The brick plant has already proven to be quite an asset 
to the Asylum and bids fair tc become one of its supporting 
arms. 
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The Superintendent was unusually successful in raising 
hogs during the year. We congratulate him and suggest 
that he continue to push the work along the lines that he 
has so wisely marked out and thus far so successfully fol- 
lowed. 

We appeal to the public to help in this great work. ~ It 
has passed its experimental stage and has become and Insti- 
tution of which every citizen of North Carolina and especi- 
ally the colored people should feel proud. The Legislature 
is inclined more and more to help us if they see we are try- 
ing to help ourselves. We need and must havea boys’ 
building. With the brick plant and a generous support from 
our people we will soon have it. 

We thank the Masonic Order and the various churches 
and individuals for their generous support during the past 
year and recommend to all our Superintendent and his dear 
wife, Mrs. Cheatham, who have proven themselves from 
year to year to be faithful and wise workers. Under their 
care and that of their faithful co-workers and with the 
proper moral and financial support from the people we feel 
sure our Institution will some day reach our ideal, and the 
cause of suffering humanity greatly served. 

There are hundreds of our orphan boys and girls going 
astray, becoming criminals. Give us more room at the 
Asylum and we will take them in and save them for Christ 
and the State. 


Respectfully, 
I. ALSTON I. C. JEFFREYS 
M. F. THoRNTON H. P. CHEaTHamM 
lB IDs Ione M. C. Ransom 
JW. Levy G. D. GRIFFIN 
A. M. Moore G. C. SHaw 


On the part of the State: R. W. LassiTEr 
LUTHER BUCHANAN 
Me: ‘Corry 
Loard of Directors. 


REPORT OF BUILDING COMMITTEE 


Oxtord N.C ,uMay227.. 1912: 
To His Excellency, . 
William W. Kitchin, 
Governor of North Carolina: 


Under the laws of 1909, chapter 747, entitled ‘‘An Act 
to provide for the erection of a dormitory at the Colored 
Orphan Asylum at Oxford, North Carolina,”’ it was provided 
that, whenever the Superintendent and Board of Trustees 
of said Asylum should raise the sum of $5000 in cash, the 
Treasurer of the State should be authorized and directed to 
pay out of any muney inthe Treasury, not otherwise appro- 
priated, the sum of five thousand dollars to be used together 
with the sum raised by the Superintendent and Board of 
Trustees, for the erection and equipment of a brick build- 
ing to be used as a dormitory for said orphan children. 


Section 2 of said act provided that the Governor should 
appoint a building committee ‘‘who shall have control of the 
erection of said building and the disbursement of the money 
and all vouchers for money expended in the erection of said 
building shall be first approved by said Building Committee, 
together with the Superintendent of said Colored Orphan 
Asylum.”’ 

On the 12th day of October, rg10, your Excellency ap- 
pointed on said Building Committee W. A. Devin, R. W. 
Lassiter, A. W. Graham, John Webb, and V. T. Cheatham, 
who, each, accepted the position and metonthe..... day of 
October 1g1o and elected A. W. Graham Chairman of said 
Building Committeee. 

The Committee having ascertained that the work on 
the new building had been begun some time in the early 
summer of r1g10o, made an investigation and found that 
H. P. Cheatham, the Superintendent of said Colored Orphan 
Asylum had raised a part of the money required, and wish- 
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ing to take advantage of the good weather for building in 
the summer and fall, had employed Frank H. Thompson, 
Esq., anarchitect of fine reputation and standing, of the 
city of Raleigh, todraw plans and specifications for a build- 
ing of the character needed, and began work on the same 
in the middle of the summer and had all excavations made 
and about 155,000 brick laid in the foundation, bringing it 
up to the height of four or five feet above the surface of the 
ground. And he had also bought a saw-mill and had cut 
a large portion of the lumber required in said building 
from timber growing onthe lands of the Asylum. He 
had also bought a brick-making machine and established it 
on the land of the Asylum and by employing an experienced 
brick-maker, J. L. Dixon, to superintend the work of the 
inmates of the Asylum, whom he utilized in the making of 
the brick; thus together with the saw-mill, saving more 
than $2000 in the cost of construction of said building. 


Your Committee caused an examination and estimation 
of the value of the work, labor and material in said building 
up to the date of their appointment to be made by Mr. Frank 
H. Thompson the aforesaid architect, who made his report 
(a copy of which we file herewith) estimating cost of said 
building up to October 12, 1909 at Be SOGLE 
Committee, after consideration of said report and an exami- 
nation of said building, and making allowances for the dif- 
ference in the cost of labor, when it was contributed by the 
inmates of the Asylum, wishing to be on the safe side, _re- 
duced said estimate of the value of the work to $3000, and 
notified the Superintendent of the Asylum that he must 
raise $2000 in cash additional before they would feel author- 
ized to proceed with the work. 


Said Superintendent thereupon did raise the money 
and on the 7th day of November filed with your Com- 
mittee the following certificate from the First National 
Bank, of Oxford. 


COLORED ORPHAN ASYLUM Sy 


Oxford, N..C., Nov. 7, 19Io. 
Hon. H. P. Cheatham Supt., 


Colored Orphan Asylum, 
Oxiordana | C: 
Dear Sir: 
This is to certify that there is two thousand ($2,000) standing to 
the credit of the Building Fund account of the Colored Orphan Asylum 


in this bank: 
Yours truly, 


W. H. Hunt, Cashier. 


We therefore notified the State Treasurer, Hon. B. R. 
Lacy, who forwarded to the National Bank of Granville the 
warrant of the State for $5000 which was deposited to the 
credit of the Building Fund of the Colored Orphan Asylum. 


You will notice that it was then late in the fall, the time 
when brick working is usually suspended until spring, but 
the demand for the buildiny was so urgent, owing to the 
Overcrowding of the inmates and the delapidated and dan- 
gerous condition of the old wooden buildings that, at the 
earnest solicitation of the Superintendent, we allowed the 
work on the building to proceed though the cost of such 
work is considerably greater in the winter, than in the sum- 
mer and fall of the year. Owing to circumstances he could 
not control, and the Jack of funds, the building could not 
be completed during the winter. 

In the spring of r909 the main building for girls was 
destroyed by fire which greatly hampered and embarassed 
the Superintendent, who at one time thought he would have 
to send a great number of the orphans back to the respective 
counties from which they came. But by economizing space 
and by good management he succeeded in sheltering them 
all, and lost none. 


We append hereto a statement, showing our administra- 
tion and expenditure of the $5,000 entrusted to our care, 
under chapter 757, of the Laws of 1909. 

The General Assembly of rg11, recognizing the dire 
necessity of the Institution, after the destruction by fire of 
the dormitory heretofore referred to, passed an act, found 
in chapter 191, Laws of 1911, directing the Treasurer of the 
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State to pay to the said institution on the first day of Nov-. 
ember, 1912. Thesum of $2,000 to be used in completing said 
building. The absolute need of the building was so great 
that the State Treasurer, Hon. B. R. Lacy, upon the appea] 
of the Superintendent, exercised his discretion and issued 
the Treasury warrant for $2,000 payable on the first day of 
November, 1g12; and the Superintendent, by tact and good 
management, induced parties to casi said warrant so that 
the fund might become available immediately for building 
purposes. He also provided for the interest so that no dis- 
count should be taken out of the building fund. 

With said $2,000, and some contributions procured by 
the Superintendent, the said building was completed about 
the first day of November, 1911, but upon the adv.ce of the 
physicians as to the possible consequences from the damp- 
ness of the new walls, was not occupied by the orphans 
until the spring of 1912. Your Committee was not charged 
with the responsibility of the expenditure of the $2,000, 
under Chapter 191, Laws of 1911. Butthey continued from 
time to time to inspect the building while the work was 
going on, and examined the vouchers for all expenditures 
made out of said fund and herewith submit a copy of same. 

The building constructed was designed by Mr. Frank H. 
Thompson, architect, and is 183 feet long by 46 feet wide, 
with an elevation of three stories for the center and two 
stories for the wings. Is is commodious and well arranged, 
but owing to the great demand upon the Institution for ad- 
mittance, it is much overcrowded. 

The amount expended by the State upon said building 
was five thousand dollars from the appropriation of 1909 and 
two thousand dollars from the appropriation of 1911, while 
the money raised and expended on the building by the 
Superintendent prior to 1911 exceeded the sum of five 
thousand dollars and since that date would amount to at 
least $1500. Representing a total expenditure of more 
than $13,500. 

We cannot close this report without commending to 
your consideration Hon. Henry Plummer Cheatham, the 
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Superintendent of the Colored Orphan Asylum, through 
whose zeal and tact the erection of the building, with the 
aid of the State, has been rendered possible. Almost alone 
and unaided, he raised more than $6000 by presenting the 
cause of the helpless of his race to benevolent parties of both 
races who, by their confidence in him and the eloquence of 
his appeals, were induced to contribute largely to this cause. 
By the use of reasources hehad at hand, the labor of the 
children, the timber upon the premises, hauling with his 
own teams, he saved several thousand dollars andto show 
his own faith in the work, he contributed liberally out of 
his private funds. And weshould not fail to mention that 
several of the colored carpenters and brick-layers worked 
at reduced wages through his influence, to aid in the cause 
for the benefit of their race. His exhibition of energy, 
tact, good methods and his interest in and devotion to the 
helpless orphans has shown that he is the right man in the 
right place, and we commend the Board of Trustees upon 
their selection. 

The building erected is much larger and cost much more 
than was contemplated, but experience has demonstrated 
that it is none too large for the purpose intended, and even 
now is overcrowded. 4 

We sincerely hope that the next General Assembly 
may see its way clearto erect such buildings upon the 
grounds as the urgent necessities of the Institution demands. 
There are now 231 inmatesof the institution, gathered 
from 51 counties of the State, while more than fifty are ap- 
plying for admittance, but cannot be received for lack of 
room. 

It is hardly necessary to mention that no member of the 
Building Committee made any charge for any service ren- 
dered in connection with the work. 


A. W. GrauaM, Chairman. 
V. T. CHEATHAM 
W. A. Devin 
R. W. LassiITER 
Joun WeExB 
Committee. 
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